TOWN OF BERLIN

COMMISSION FOR THE AGING

Minutes of Monday, November 21, 2016
* Berlin Senior Center * 7:00 P.M.

Members in Attendance:

Barbara Gombotz, Chairwoman

Frank J. Slogeris

Donald Geschimsky ey
Richard Krause
John Varley

Staff in Attendance: % = o
Jen Ochoa, Director of Community, Recreation & Park'“Sérvmes
Tina Doyle, Senior Center Director & :
Juliet Benjamin, Secretary T,

1. Call to Order:
Chairman Gombotz called the meetmg to order at 7:00 P.M.

2. Roll Call: --
Present: Barbara Gombotz Cha1rman ‘Frank Slogeris, Richard
Krause, Donald Geschlmsky, John Varley

3. Approval of Mmutes - September 19, 2016:

Commissioner Krause made a motion to accept the Minutes of
Monday, September.19, 2016, as written. Commissioner Geschimsky
seconded the motidn énd,the minutes were accepted.

4, Aud1ence of C1t1zens
None ;

5._.-:Senior Center Director’s Report — Tina Doyle:
““‘Senior Center Director Doyle reviewed her report for the
Commission and added these additional comments:

Senior Center Director Doyle noted that a portion of the Myrna
Pauloz Berlin Senior Center Fund that is designated for computers was
used to purchase a Smart TV with a stand for use by the Photography
group at the center.

Director Doyle discussed some of the workshops she attended at
the MCOA, (Massachusetts Council On Aging) conference October 26 -
28t in Falmouth, Ma. She explamed that the MCOA is a very involved,
functioning organization for seniors in Ma. Massachusetts has 350
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communities and 351 senior centers. While the State of Connecticut,
which has 154 senior centers, has been cutting funding for seniors, the
State of Massachusetts has developed a sophisticated program for
education and resources available to seniors. Director Doyle attended an
update workshop on MYSenior Center, (key program), and how to use all
the information that is received by way of the program. She also
attended a Smoozing 101 workshop on how to work with commissions,
elected officials and volunteers to recruit and train volunteers.

Director Doyle and the Commission discussed the poss1b1hty of

having public service announcements regarding the unportance df senior
centers and what they offer to the pubhc Commissioner” Krause "::
suggested having a high school senior interested in Wm%ng make up

some articles about the programs at the senior centep

e,

Report from Senior Center Director:

Meeting Date: Nov 21st, 2016
Special Programs for Sept 2016:

9/19 CFA Meeting
9/20 AARP Meeting
9/20 Renter’s Rebate s, e,
9/21 Historical Sociefy, Stbry Skgre 100
9/23 Navigating Your, 'G 7
9/27 “Free” Mariicure§ 6
9/27 Senior CenterwAnnualﬂ”E’lcmc 95
9/27 Renters Rebate " 11
9/28 4 2
Attendance for S]pecial Programs Sept 2016 276
Total seﬁi‘o“i* eemj.er A‘ttendance for Sept 2016
1, 779

peeial Prog‘gams for Oct 2016:
10/5 E CFA Meeting 3
10/11 AARP Bd Mtg 5
10/11 Cholesterol Screenings 8
10/11 Movie 9
10/14 IPAD 7
10/18 AARP Meeting 35
10/20 CFA Social 85
10/21 IPAD Class 7
10/25 “Free” Manicures 7
10/25 Movie 8
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10/26 Adult Coloring 4
10/26 Book Club 10
10/31 KNS Halloween Parade 40
Attendance for Special Programs - Oct 2016 228
Total Senior Center Attendance for Oct 2016 1,710

Special Programs for Nov 2016:

11/3 Energy Asst-by appt =
11/4 BHS Group-Sr Center Wii Bowlers Fac'N
11/7 AARP Bd Mtg T 4
11/8 Holiday Boutique 00 B
11/9 Story Share G
11/10 Energy Asst-by apt 7. F
11/11 Veteran’s Breakfast o
11/15 AARP Mtg + 31
11/17 Energy Asst by apt 6
11/18 Laughter Yoga 10
Attendance for Special Program 259
1,240

To:
From: Tina Doyle

Re:

The balance 1s ' 51%8 86 as of today, November 21st, 2016.

Mﬂﬁa PaulOz Bérlin Senior Center Fund:

The thifee accbunts set up under the Myrna Pauloz Berlin Senior Center
Fund are“Program & Activities, Computers and Furniture. The balances
on the following accounts are as follows: Program & Activities $4,742.98,
Computers $678.56 and Furniture $5,260.00.

Trainings:

Sept 30t — CASCP Roundtable — Wallingford Senior Center

Oct 18tk — Entertainment Showcase - West Hartford Senior Center

Oct 26tb-28th . MCOA Annual Conference - Falmouth, MA - Workshops
on various topics pertaining to Senior Centers.




Commission for the Aging — November 21, 2016 Page 4

Current Activities:

Renters Rebate - We are done taking Renter Rebate applications as of
October 1st. We had 239 applicants. Of the 239, 226 were payable for a
total of $93,940.95, 1 Disallowed, 9 Not Payable.

MYSenior Center- As of today, 408 seniors have their key tags. Folks
have been very good about scanning every time they come into the
Center. One of the workshops I took at the MCOA Conference was on
MYSenior Center.

e

A
Energy Assistance- We are taking applications for Dehve'i‘ "“ble F‘uel
Electric and Gas Customers. We have staff from N OGM co f-g to f;he
Center to process applications. We began taking apphcations oq

Thursday, Nov 3 and take applications every Thursda" from ‘1 14m to
4pm. A

6. Charter Revision Changes for Commxssmn foryt he A'gj;" ng:
It was noted that since question #5 on ﬁhe. ballot*did not pass the

Commission will not have two added members and will remain at five
commissioners. e

.-‘* fu
.:,. . 2 o t '-:
‘;:, “ﬁ *vv. T “‘

7. Update - Percival Avenue«Semor&i-lousmg

.....

Chairman Gombotz stated”‘thaffshe has called and been unable to
get in touch with Joe Balorsk1~ Al'“i“alrman of the Housmg Authority. She
explained that there deﬁmtely is’ areal need for senior housing since the
Housing Authority wait hsg Has been” closed for over a year to applicants.
The Commission discussea the article that appeared in the Herald with
the headline “Housmg@ommlssmn wants answers for Percival Avenue
Project”. %

e,

8. Updateés tLibra ? Elevator Herald Article 10-27-16:
(fhalrrnan "‘Gotibotz spoke with Helen Malinka, Library Director
togay and enough money is in place to go ahead with the project.

9. FﬁIlcSocial Recap_;o -21-16:
Chairian Gombotz noted that the Fall Social was a very popular
and successful event and everything went well.

10. Senior Program Survey - R. Krause:

Commissioner Krause stated that the existing survey, completed in
2000, would not be appropriate for a new survey. Senior Center Director
Doyle will check with other towns for sample surveys.

11. New Calendar Meeting Dates — 2017:
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Commissioners review the draft of the calendar for the 2017
meetings. After review, Commissioner Geschimsky made a motion to
accept the presented calendar of meetings for 2017 as written.
Commissioner Slogeris seconded the motion and it was unanimously
approved.

12. Old Business:
The Commission discussed the Community Center/Senior Center
concept, as previously discussed in past meetings. Commissioner
Krause reiterated that this item should be a listed item on the agenda as
per the vote of the Commission. Community Center/ Semor Cen{ter Plan
Development. ,

Chairman Gombotz noted that the bench outSIg;ie has notibes
moved closer to the sidewalk so that anyone who:8its ‘thefe gets mud on
their shoes and it is tracked into the senior center «ThlS bcnch needs to
be moved forward. % i

13. New Business: i i
Commissioners were reminded tha‘t_ an Eleq,tlon of Officers needs to
be held in January. :

_____ t,: ﬁ‘@eng,reahzcs how busy the senior
center is on a daily basis, With prbgra:m$, lunch and assistance. The
Senior Crafters at the Senior “Genfer made knitted hand puppets that

Chairman Gombotz WllL be aonatu;xg on their behalf to the Children’s

Cancer Center in Hartfo?d:__. F

M‘.-».

14. Motion to Adj“o“urn. 2

CommrssmneraKrause;made a motion to adjourn the meeting at
8:30 pm. Commssmner Slogeris seconded the motion & it was
unammously“xappmved\

.....

Respectfully ’submltt"ed Juliet K. Benjamin, Secretary




